
ASAS Overview 2018   Page 1 of 6 
 

Aireborough Supported Activities Scheme 
 

Main Contact:                             Setting Address: 

       Mrs. Jo Galasso, Project Manager                          Green Meadows School 

Office Address:                                   Bradford Road, Guiseley 

52 Chippendale Rise, Otley                             Leeds, LS20 8PP 

Leeds, LS21 2BJ                                              Registration Numbers: 

Telephone: 01134603206                             Reg. Charity no. 1167044 

Mobile: 07764432933                                   Ofsted No. RP904541 

        Email: jo.galasso@aireborough-scheme.co.uk  

 

A.S.A.S.  known as Aireborough Summer Activities Scheme till December 2014 

• was established in 1988 

• is run by a voluntary management committee, and is managed by Jo Galasso, Project 

Coordinator. 

• is a registered Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), and operates under its constitution, 

agreed by the committee. 

• is not a statutory service, or privately run business and does not receive statutory funding, we 

rely on funding from grants and donations. 

• operates at Green Meadows School, Guiseley, but we are not run by the school or by Leeds 

City Council, however we do work closely with both establishments. 
 

Aims to: -  
• provide high quality childcare during our play schemes for children age 5 – 18 years, who 

have moderate to severe learning and / or physical disabilities and live within the 

Aireborough area of Leeds (LS5, 16, 18, 19, 20 & 21). 

• provide short breaks via Activity Days and residential short breaks to children and young 

people who have moderate to severe learning and /or mild to moderate physical disabilities 

and live in Leeds. 

• work in partnership with parents to help children have fun, enjoy activities with their peers, 

spend time away from home and give parents a break.  

• add to the life and well-being of its local community; and  

• offer children and their parent’s provision which promotes equality and values diversity. 

• give children opportunities to improve Personal, Social and Emotional Development, 

Communication skills, Creative and Physical Development, learn new skills, make friends 

and enjoy new experiences.  
 

Admissions Policy - Play schemes 
Application forms will be sent out to all our contacts on a yearly basis and on request to newcomers, 

Places will be offered on a first-come-first-served basis, we have a maximum of 35 places per day. 

Late applications will be offered whatever provision is available at the time.  

Children can attend from the September after their 5th birthday, they can attend up to but not including 

their 19th birthday subject to periodic review of the child’s needs and abilities, if we feel that a child 

no longer has moderate to severe learning or physical disabilities then we reserve the right to refuse to 

provide a place on these grounds. 

 

Admissions Policy - Short Breaks 

These are for children age 8 – 17 years (up to but not including 18th birthday) who live Leeds city 

wide and don’t already receive overnight short breaks. 

Referrals can be made at any time, children’s details will be kept on record and they will be offered a 

place on the next available, suitable short break.  

On each residential we have some children who’ve attended previously, so are known to the leaders, 

and some new children; home visits or other arrangements will be made in order to assess the child’s 

needs prior to the child coming on a residential short break. 

mailto:jo.galasso@aireborough-scheme.co.uk
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As a participant of our scheme your child: - 
• is in a safe and stimulating environment; 

• is given generous care and attention, because of our high ratio of leaders/volunteers to 

children;  

• has the chance to join with other children and adults to play, work and learn together;  

• is helped to take forward her/his learning and development by being helped to build on what 

she/he already knows and can do;  

• is helped to create habits of listening, sharing and concentration and pride in their 

achievements;  

• has a personal support worker who makes sure your child is able to access the provision in a 

way appropriate to their abilities and to meet their individual needs; 

• is in an organisation which sees you as a partner in helping your child to enjoy and develop; 

who values parents input, suggestions and comments, in helping to shape the service it offers.  
 

The provision: - 

Play schemes 
• regularly operates days at Easter and Christmas and for the within the first three weeks of the 

school summer holidays  

• during the summer we operate - Monday to Friday, from 10 am to 3 pm. 

• we provide transport, when and where necessary, for children to attend the scheme, when 

parents don’t have their own transport or on an individual need basis.  

• we cater for children 5 – 18 years with moderate to severe learning and / or physical 

disabilities who live in the Aireborough Area – LS5, LS16, LS18, LS19, LS20, LS21 

• we take children with complex health needs, who may require medication or medical 

intervention, tube feeding etc. as we will train leaders to meet the needs of individual 

children plus some nursing support is usually available during the schemes. 

• we take children who require intimate personal care, change of incontinence wear or who 

require feeding. 

• we take children who require constant supervision, have communication difficulties, or 

behavioural difficulties associated with their disability. 

 

Fees: - Play scheme 
• The fees are £15.00 per child per day (negotiable*), payable in full prior to the scheme, by 

cheque or postal order, payable to ‘Aireborough Supported Activities Scheme’ by bank 

transfer (details provided on request) or payable by cash on the first day of your child’s 

attendance, all missed places must be paid for. 

• * if you have difficulty affording the fees please let us know and we will be happy to discuss 

this with you, we want our scheme to be accessible to all eligible children and don’t want 

financial constraints to prevent them from attending. 

 

Activity Days The cost from April 2018 is £15 per child per day. 

• our activity days are dependent on funding 

• they take place at Lineham Farm or in the Community e.g. Kirkstall Leisure Park or other 

appropriate venues 

• breaks are open to children 8 – 18 years who have moderate to severe learning and /or 

moderate physical disabilities and live in Leeds 

• we can take children who require feeding, specialist diets and personal care 

• we are able to provide nursing support to children with complex health needs 
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• we require parents to complete a comprehensive application form prior to their child’s 

attendance 

• parents are required to transport their child to and from the activity day 
 

Residentials - The cost from April 2018 is £85 per child per 2-night break (negotiable). 

• our breaks are dependent on funding 

• take place at Lineham Farm, Herd Farm and Low Mill or other appropriate venues 

• breaks are open to children 8 – 18 years who have moderate to severe learning and /or 

moderate physical disabilities and live in Leeds and who don’t receive any other overnight 

short breaks/respite care 

• we can take children who require feeding, specialist diets and personal care 

• we are able to provide nursing support so children with complex health needs 

• we carry out home visits and require parents to complete a comprehensive application form 

prior to the child’s attendance 

• parents are required to transport their child to and from the venue however if this a problem 

we do try to help with this 
 

How parents take part in our scheme 
Aireborough Supported Activities Scheme recognises parents as the first and most important carers of 

their children. The leaders see themselves as co-workers with you in providing care and leisure 

provision for your child. There are many ways in which parents take part in making the scheme a 

welcoming and stimulating place for the children, such as:  

• exchanging knowledge about their children’s needs, activities, interests and progress with the 

leaders;  

• providing ideas for activities and trips suitable for the needs of their children;  

• providing toys, books and games their child has finished with, for others to enjoy;  

• being part of the management committee of the scheme;  

• taking part in fundraising activities with and on behalf of the scheme;  

• providing suggestions and feedback in order for us to improve the provision; 

• building friendships with other parents in order to strengthen their support networks.  

 

Working together for your children 
Our scheme appoints a large number of leaders and volunteers and therefore has a high ratio of 

adults to children in the setting.  

All leaders and volunteers undertake a full induction program on appointment which includes 

Safeguarding training and retraining is done every 3 years. 

 

This helps us to:  
 

• give time and attention to each child;  

• talk with the children about their interests and activities and adapt the programme to make it 

as accessible as possible;  

• help children to experience and benefit from the activities we provide; and  

• allow the children to explore and be adventurous in safety.  
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Senior Leaders on the scheme and their qualifications and experience are:  

 

Position Name  Qualification / Experience 

Project Manager 

ASAS Designated Safeguarding 

Officer (DSO) 

Jo Galasso NVQ 3 in Play work 

Take 5 for play, First-Aider 

Qualified Trampoline coach 

Assistant Project Manager 

Scheme Nurse 

ASAS Deputy DSO 

Liam Sanders Learning Disability Nurse 

First Aid, Moving & Handling & 

Safeguarding Trainer 

Behaviour Specialist 

Team Leaders   

Under Eights 

ASAS Deputy DSO 

Matthew Popple Qualified Teacher Status in Primary 

Education with Advanced Specialism in 

Inclusion/Special Educational Needs. 

First-Aider 

9-12’s 

ASAS Deputy DSO 

Nicole Dempsey SENCO & Qualified Teacher 

BSL 1, 2 & 3  

Team Leader Certificate     

Take 5 for play, First-Aider 

13+  

ASAS Deputy DSO 

Louise Naylor NVQ 3 in Play work,  BAHons in 

Teaching/Learning 

Team Leader Certificate 

First Aider, Inclusive Play 

         

Leaders and volunteers 
The leaders we recruit are usually working in other childcare settings term time, or are doing a course 

where working with children with disabilities will enhance their learning and work experience. 

Similarly, our volunteers might do the scheme to gain valuable work experience, or just for something 

rewarding to do.   

We are happy for people to be recommended to the scheme, they will still go through the application 

process and appointment will be subject to suitable outcomes from interview, referees and a DBS 

check. 

We encourage our leaders and volunteers to undertake regular training. Leaders training is continuous 

to keep up to date with current best practice.  
 

Scheme Program and routines 
We believe that care and fun are equally important in the experience which we offer children.  

The programme and activities that make up the scheme are provided in ways that:  

• help each child to feel that she/he is a valued member of the scheme;  

• ensure the safety of each child;  

• help children to gain from the social experience of being part of a group; and  

• provide children with opportunities to learn and help them to value learning.  
 

The play scheme session 
During play schemes we organises the sessions so that the children can choose what they would like 

to do and, in doing so, build up their ability to make choices, participate and experience a variety of 

trips and activities. The children are also helped and encouraged to take part in adult-led small and 

large group activities which introduce them to new experiences and help them to gain new skills, as 

well as helping them to learn to work with others.  

The play scheme has space so that the children can enjoy outdoor activities (bikes, climbing frame 

etc.). Activities contribute to children’s health, their physical development and their knowledge of the 

world around them. The children have the opportunity — and are encouraged — to take part in child-

chosen and adult-led activities. 
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Clothing 
Please send your child in clothes which you do not mind if they get messy, if your child is likely to 

have accidents, please send share clothes, pads, bibs etc. also consider the weather and the activity 

your child will be doing and send appropriate clothing – outdoor coat, sun hat, etc.  

We also encourage children to gain the skills which help them to be independent and look after 

themselves. These include taking themselves to the toilet and washing hands. Clothing which is easy 

for them to manage will help them to do this.  

All outdoor clothing and shoes must be labelled with your child’s name. 

  

Snacks and meals 
The scheme makes snacks and meals a social time at which children and adults eat together. We 

understand that many children have strong views on what they will and won’t eat, or might be restricted 

by their dietary requirements.  

 

During play schemes please try to give your child a healthy packed lunch including yoghurt, fruit and 

vegetables were possible in the place of crisps and biscuits, fruit juice or water rather than sugary 

drinks, we will provide water, sugar-free juice and snacks in centre and occasional treats whilst out on 

trips. 

 

During residential short breaks we will provide healthy meals and snacks and can cater for any special 

dietary requirements. 

 

Policies 

Some of our policies are available on our website at www.aireborough-scheme.co.uk others are 

available to view on request, please contact joy.winnard@aireborough-scheme.co.uk  

The scheme’s policies help us to make sure that the service provided by us is a high quality one and 

that being part of our scheme is an enjoyable and beneficial experience for each child and her/his 

parents.  

 

Compliments and Complaints 
Aireborough Supported Activities Scheme believes that children and parents are entitled to expect 

courtesy and careful attention to their needs and wishes.  

We welcome suggestions on how to improve our scheme and will give prompt and serious attention 

to any concerns about the running of the scheme.  

We anticipate that most concerns will be resolved quickly by an informal approach to the appropriate 

member of staff. If this does not achieve the desired result, we have a set of procedures for dealing 

with concerns.  

We aim to bring all concerns about the running of our scheme to a satisfactory conclusion for all parties 

involved.  

 

To achieve this, we operate the following complaints procedure. 

 

You can make complaints/compliments to: 

Jo Galasso, Project Manager, by phone 01134603206 option 1, or in writing to;  

Aireborough Supported Activities Scheme, 52 Chippendale Rise, Otley, LS21 2BJ, or email 

jo.galasso@aireborough-scheme.co.uk  

Or by contacting the Committee Chairperson 

Christine Parapia chris.parapia@aireborough-scheme.co.uk  by phone 01134603206 option 4 

 

 

 

http://www.aireborough-scheme.co.uk/
mailto:joy.winnard@aireborough-scheme.co.uk
mailto:jo.galasso@aireborough-scheme.co.uk
mailto:chris.parapia@aireborough-scheme.co.uk
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The management of Scheme 
Our committee is made up of people who are interested in improving and providing leisure activities 

for children with disabilities, it is made up of social workers, a retired teacher, a consultant, retired 

engineer, a volunteer on the scheme and parents whose children attend.   

The committee is responsible for:  

• managing the scheme’s finances;  

• employing and managing staff and volunteers;  

• making sure that the scheme has — and works to — policies which help it to provide a high 

quality service; and  

• making sure that the scheme works in partnership with parents.  

 

The Annual General Meeting is open to the parents of all of the children who attend the play scheme. 

It is their forum for looking back over the previous year’s activities and shaping those of the coming 

years.  

The Scheme encourages parents to join the committee and help in whatever way they can.  
 


